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L ive, Christ Our King! ' 
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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


SS Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 





Books Worth Reading 


Godward — A practical, thought-provoking work on how to make 
spiritual progress along the paths of joy and sorrow to union with 
God. Cloth bound, 267 pages, $2.00. 


Our Palace Wonderful — An interesting, instructive and uplifting 
work on the wonders of creation. Cloth bound, 178 pages, $1.25. 


The Palace Beautiful — A sequel to the above. A splendidly written 
book on the soul of man as the temple of the Holy Spirit. Cloth 
bound, 180 pages, $1.25. Postage extra in each case. 

The above books and other titles by Rev. Father Houck, may be ordered 
from: — 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Church Fabrics 


Cloth of Gold CHICHIENS Gold Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 
Silk Damask Brocades 


All liturgically correct as to design and color. 
Immediate deliveries. 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 
1239 Broadway, New York 








TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 8, 1897. Ac- 


ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 


Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 
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why not interest your friends and send in their subscriptions 
with your own renewal? 


For New and Renewal Subscriptions we offer the following 
PREMIUMS 


1 Subscription 
Picture, size 6x8 inches, in 


delicate colored pastel shades of 
Christ the King or Queen of the 


- Holy Rosary. OR: — 


Booklet, Six Discourses on the 
Enthronement. Some marvelous 


‘ experiences of Father Mateo told 


by himself. Or any booklet de- 
scribed on the inside back cover. 
OR: — 


Christmas Greeting Folders _ 
4 beautiful greeting folders litho- 


2 Sul ‘nti 

The Treasures of the Mass — 
A practical and devotional expla- 
nation of the Holy Sacrifice. 128 
pages. OR: — 

Seven Lovely Christmas Fold- 
ers — three folders of parchment 
and four of vellum paper. Richly 
colored; liturgical designs; devo- 
tional greeting. 

4 Sul nti 

Picture of the Sacred Heart 
depicting Our Lord with sceptre 
and globe; 16 x 21 inches; colored. 


graphed on vellum paper, or 3 This picture is a favorite of Rev. 
folders of parchment. Father Mateo. 


3 Subscriptions 
Missal — 530 pages, with stiff black covers and red edges. It 
contains an explanation of liturgical functions and liturgical calendar; 
all the necessary prayers ordinarily found in prayer books; confession 
and Communion devotions; the Ordinary of the Mass with the Proper 
for Sundays and Feasts of first and second class; Common of martyrs, 
confessors, virgins, etc. OR: — 


Sister Mary Fortunata Viti, O.S.B. — The inspiring biography of 
a humble lay sister of the Order of St. Benedict, whose sanctity has 
been attested by marvelous favors. 218 pages with 9 illustrations. 


6 Subscriptions 
Jesus, the King of Love — A beautiful book on the love of the 
Sacred Heart and the Enthronement in families, by Rev. Father 
Mateo, SS.CC. Its inspiring language, examples of devotion to the 
Sacred Heart, and remarkable conversions will draw souls nearer to 
the King of Love. Attractive red cloth binding; 365 pages. 


Please mention the premium you prefer. 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, pray for us! 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 


Vol. 38 October, 1942 No. 6 








The Peace of Christ in the 
Reign of Christ 


<_< 


OTHING is more needed by the world today than Christ, 
its King! He is the remedy for the evils of our times, 
and the only remedy that is all-healing, the only remedy 
that can restore life and peace to the world. One question 
is now uppermost in the minds of thinking Christians: 
“Who will bring us out of this terrible chaos?” The 
Holy Father, Pope Pius XI, gave the answer to this 

question in 1925 when he instituted the Feast of Christ the King. In 

promulgating this feast, the Holy Father, speaking of the prevalent 
conditions of society, said: “The rebellion of individuals and of nations 
against the authority of Christ has produced deplorable effects — the 
seeds of discord have been sown far and wide: those bitter enmities 
and rivalries between nations, which still hinder so much the cause of 
peace; that insatiable greed which is so often hidden under a pretense 
of public spirit and patriotism and gives rise to so many private 
quarrels; a blind and immoderate selfishness, making men seek nothing 
but their own comfort and advantage, and measure everything by these; 
no peace in the home, because men have forgotten or neglected their 
duty; the unity and stability of the family undermined; society, in 
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a word, shaken to its foundations and on its way to ruin.” Lamenting 
over these nefarious trends of the time, the Holy Father continued, 
saying: “When We command that Christ our King be venerated by 
Catholics throughout the world, We are providing for the special needs 
of our own day a very effective remedy against the pests which pervade 
human society.” 

Just as true today are the words which the Holy Father uttered 
in 1925. Nay, they are more true today, when the ills of the world 
have magnified, and the relations of nation to nation have reached the 
point where they are seeking to annihilate each other, and the mighty 
forces of distrust, hatred, revenge and reprisal are waging the bloodiest 
of wars known in the world’s history. 


Christ Alone Can Give Us Peace 


Christ the King is the answer to the question confronting us; He 
is the only solution to the problem of uprooting these evils and restoring 
peace to the world. Christ the King is a King of Power, a King of 
Majesty, a King of Justice, of terrible, retributive, avenging justice, 
who could hurl upon the unbelieving world, which seeks to. dethrone 
Him, His terrible thunderbolts and:chastisements. But Christ is also 
the King of Love, the King of Peace. His mission of peace was an- 
nounced at His birth into the world. He proclaimed it again and 
again in His public ministry. It was His first greeting after His resur- 
rection. Christ, alone, can give us peace! He has declared that the 
world cannot give it to us, because the world does not follow Him. 
No, the world cannot give us peace because it does not follow the way 
of Christ. 

The ways of Christ, the King of Peace, are not the ways of human 
rulers. He does not enforce His authority by armed powers. His reign 
is not poor, paltry and limited like that of monarchs here below, who 
rule but a little while and pass on, leaving but a vestige of seeming 
glory upon the annals of their lands. The Kingdom of Christ extends 
throughout the whole universe. He reigns over all men. He reigns 
by a spiritual power. His throne is eternal. It will forever remain 
unshaken. His reign, it is true, has suffered hardship and contradiction; 
His right to the throne has been questioned and denied, even contested 
unto blood and martyrdom, but Christ is still King of Christendom, 
“the King of ages, immortal, invisible... to whom be honor and glory 
forever!” 

And we, if we are true Catholics, if we are truly the loyal subjects 
of Christ the King, will deem it our serious duty, as it ought to be our 
noblest ambition, to restore Christ to His due position in the world, 
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to bring about the spread of His Kingdom by inducing His disobedient 
and ungrateful subjects to return to the fidelity and homage they owe 
Him. How many millions of godless people are the sworn enemies 
of Christ and His Church! They employ every means to destroy His 
reign. And how many millions there are who do not know the Church, 
who despise, criticize and hinder her in her mission! Four-fifths of 
mankind have an erroneous idea of the existence and purpose of the 
Church. Three-fourths are’ indifferent, two-thirds suspicious, and prac- 
tically half of mankind are inimical toward her. And, sad to say it, 
in the Church itself there are many members who do her more harm 
than good. 


An Urgent Need for Catholic Action 


Yes, it is a sad fact that seventy percent of the people living today 
are not for Christ, their King. More than half are opposed to His 
reign. Why? Discounting the pardonable ignorance of pagans, the 
greater number are against Christ and His Church because they do 
not know the King and His Kingdom, and have no real desire of 
knowing Him. They do not desire it because they are taken up with 
the paltry things of time. They are attached to them and have no time, 
no inclination, no taste, ne heart, for the great and glorious Kingdom 
of Christ. The educated do not utilize the many opportunities of in- 
forming themselves of the truth; the common people neglect to read 
books or attend instructions which explain the Catholic Faith. Millions, 
therefore, live in lifelong ignorance, and the godless stir up more and 
more opposition. They employ every modern means, the press, the 
radio, the movie, the theater, to bring about the ruin of those who are 
as yet well-disposed. 

This then is our apostolate— to be the interpreters of Christ to 
these misguided souls, to bring them into His Kingdom, to further the 
spread of His reign, to promote peace and happiness in the world. We 
must concern ourselves in making the Gospel of Christ penetrate among 
all Catholics, Christians and well-disposed people, cause it to become 
universal, world-wide, and effective. For the glory of Christ’s Kingdom 
we must make known to these unhappily blinded and deluded people 
the true character of the Church and her teachings. We must do this 
in an open, clear, convincing, imposing and lasting manner. The press, 
the radio, the film and all modern educational devices must be sum- 
moned to the front in order to exert a combined influence upon mankind 
and win as many as possible for Christ. To these every Catholic worthy 
of the name must lend active support in every possible manner. 

Each one of us must individually enlist in the cause of Christ, 
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become a recruit in His army, go forth manfully in the fight against 
false ideas, false principles, false rulers, false riches. Each one must 
do his part in the effort to destroy these things and restore the Kingdom 
of Christ, the Kingdom of Love and Peace. By word, by example, 
and by prayer, we must exercise this apostolate. But of all these forms, 
the most powerful is that of prayer. Our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, 
does not ask for an army as those of the warring nations, equipped 
with the latest weapons of warfare. But he calls for volunteers in an 
army of prayer. He wants all Christians to unite in prayer, earnest 
and persevering. The modern world does not believe in the efficacy 
of prayer. But we, the followers of Christ, believe that we shall achieve 
no victory either in the battlefields of our country or in the warfare 
of the Church, unless we have recourse to that most powerful of all 
weapons, the weapon of prayer. 

Let each one of us, then, employ these weapons of our apostolate. 
Let us co-operate with our leader, Pope Pius XII, and faithfully and 
seriously do our part in bringing back to the world the peace of 
Christ in the reign of Christ. 





The Greatest Thing in the World 
~~ 


1 HAT answer would you, as a Catholic, give to the question: 
“What is the greatest thing in the world?” If you cannot 
give the correct answer, then you are missing something 
powerful, beautiful, utterly priceless. There is a “treas- 
ure hidden in a field,” and you are walking by it. There 
is a “pearl of great price,” and you refuse to take it. There is a 
“fountain of life,” and you do not drink of its living waters. If you 
cannot give the right answer to this question, you have missed the 
great heart and center of Catholicity — you have missed the meaning 
of the MASs. 

For every Catholic, the greatest thing in all their lives and in all 
the world should be the Sacrifice of the Mass. The Mass is too little 
known, too little loved, too little leaned upon. The tremendous Thing 
that happens morning after morning on the altars of Catholic churches 
throughout the cities and countries of the world ought to be better 
appreciated by Catholics than it is. No Catholic should miss seeing, 
knowing and fully understanding, insofar as it lies within man’s power, 
what this momentous Thing is, this Thing that is so familiar, and yet 
so unknown among many Catholics. 
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Only by thought and reflection can we come to know the Mass. 
Have you who read these lines begun really to think about it, or have 
you come to anything like a realization and understanding of this sacred 
Mystery? The Sacrifice of Christ, the Sacrifice of the Altar is the 
Sacrifice of Calvary, the Sacrifice of the Cross. Calvary is the Mountain 
of Redemption, the peak whereon the gates of heaven were thrown 
open to mankind. Yes, on Calvary, and in Calvary, we discover the 
towering importance of the Mass. The Mass is Calvary. It is Calvary 
perpetuated in an unbloody Sacrifice. It is Calvary carried down the 
centuries and re-enacted in every land of the earth. There, precisely, 
the greatness of the Mass lies revealed — in its closeness to, in its 
oneness with Calvary. When the priest bows low over bread and wine 
and whispers the words of Consecration, there present beneath the 
appearances is the Crucified in the act of offering Himself to God the 
Father as our Victim. In thé midst of men is the living Christ, offering 
His sacred Body and Precious Blood to the Father as the most perfect 
Sacrifice of adoration, thanksgiving, atonement and supplication. 

We share in this offering of Christ when we assist at and participate 
in the Mass. Through the Mass we give INFINITE adoration, thanksgiv- 
ing, atonement and supplication to God, because in union with our 
Divine Savior we offer to God the sacrifice of an infinite Victim. When 
we participate in Holy Mass it is as if we were with the Blessed Virgin, 
St. John and Magdalen at the footeof the Cross, at the very fountain- 
head of all salvation and redemption. 

Everything comes to us from our Heavenly Father through His 
Divine Son, Jesus, in whom He has placed all the treasures that men 
can desire. This Jesus is present upon the altar with His treasures, 
offering Himself for us to the glory of His Father, rendering Him the 
most perfect homage and applying to us the supreme efficacy of, the 
Sacrifice of the Cross. Oh, if we but knew the Gift of God! If we but 
realized from what a treasury we might draw for ourselves and all 
those dear to us by participating daily in Holy Mass! 

We all have many needs — needs of body and soul — yet how 
little we think of drawing alleviation from the great treasure-house of 
the Mass! We call upon our favorite saints, we storm them with 
novenas, we visit their shrines and present to them our urgent petitions. 
We ask the priest to pray for us because of his office of mediator with 
God in our behalf. But we forget that on the altar is our Divine Media- 
tor — “always living to make intercession for us,” supporting our 
supplications by His infinite merits, lending to our feeble petitions the 
power of His almighty prayer in Holy Mass. When, with deep rever- 
ence, lively faith, ardent love and true contrition, we unite ourselves 
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to Christ Jesus, the Eternal Priest and Victim, in His Eucharistic Sacri- 
fice, He takes all our intentions into His Heart and offers perfect 
adoration and full satisfaction for us to His Father. He presents to 
Him all our needs, and His prayer is all-powerful. 

The holy Sacrifice of the Mass was instituted by Our Lord Himself 
as the supreme act of worship. To participate in it is the Catholic’s 
most exalted privilege. Love of it is the test of his religion. It is the 
chief of all his helps, the principal source of all his graces. God 
Himself could not devise anything more sacred, anything more power- 
ful than the Mass. And it goes on through all time in order that each 
one of us may, individually and most effectually, partake of and profit 
by the blessings of the Redemption on the Cross. 


One Out of 168 — or 24? 


There are 168 hours in every week,* and each hour is God’s gift 
to us. He generously gives us these 168 hours and then begs for just 
one hour to be returned to Him by attendance at Sunday Mass. How 
sad that it should be necessary for the Church to make attendance 
compulsory under pain of sin! If all Catholics had a proper under- 
standing of the priceless worth of the Mass, our churches would be 
thronged not only on Sundays, but on every day of the year. No 
sacrifice would be considered too great to make daily attendance pos- 
sible, and instead of giving — perhaps even grudgingly — one hour 
out of 168, they would deem it their greatest gain to give at least 
one hour out of every 24. 

Happily there are fervent Catholics who do appreciate the priceless 
treasure which is theirs in the Mass. Each morning finds them at the 
foot of the altar, uniting with the Divine Victim in His all-holy 
Sacrifice. They are the multimillionaires who have learned the secret 
of amassing riches which no thief of time can take from them. They 
are free men and women, who are not enslaved by passing worldly 
interests, human considerations, insignificant sacrifices. They are the 
earth’s great ones who are blessed because they see the things that 
the world cannot see. They are souls who know and appreciate the 
GREATEST THING IN ALL THE WORLD. Are you one of them? 


o_oco.CCOoS 


The Treasures of the Mass — a most instructive and edifying book- 
let on the ceremonies of the Mass and the merits to be gained by 
devout participation, has helped hundreds — yes, thousands — to gain 
a better understanding and a deeper appreciation of the sublime Sacri- 
fice of the Mass. 128 pages. 25¢. Reduction on lots of 25 or more. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Our “Chain of Defense” 
-B-B-8- 


: S the high priest Eliachim, in days of old, summoned 
the chosen people of Israel to humble and persevering 
prayer when the hostile forces of the Assyrians besieged 
the mountain stronghold of Bethulia and threatened to 
destroy their nation, so our Holy Father, the high priest 
of the New Law, has repeatedly urged Catholics to pray the Rosary 
with great fervor during the month of October for the pressing needs 
of the Church. The condition of the Church in many lands at the 
present time may be compared to that of the city of Bethulia, as 
described in the Book of Judith; and Judith herself is, in turn, a striking 
type of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Nabuchodonosor, the king of the Assyrians, had set himself up as 
a mighty ruler. Many nations had fallen under his scepter, and it was 
his ambition to bring the whole world under his dominion. He there- 
fore commanded his general, Holofernes, to spare no kingdom and 
to conquer every city. Advancing at the head of a powerful army, 
Holofernes spread terror and destruction far and wide. Messengers 
sent by princes and cities offered their submission, but they were not 
able to mitigate the fierceness of his heart. He destroyed the cities 
and laid waste the country. 

As the enemy approached the borders of Israel, the people, filled 
with dread, made such preparations as they could to resist him, but 
they realized that unless God came to their assistance, their efforts 
would be in vain. Eliachim, the high priest, exhorted them to do 
penance, to offer sacrifice, and to implore God with prayers and tears 
to deliver them from the danger which threatened. 

Bethulia, the frontier fortress on the north, was besieged and its 
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water supply cut off. At length, driven almost to despair, the people 
begged their leader to surrender. Then Judith, a God-fearing widow, 
renowned for her piety and holiness, no less than for her great beauty 
and wealth, offered to intervene in behalf of her people. At the risk 
of her own life she boldly entered the camp of the enemy, where, by 
her beauty and charm, she won the favor of Holofernes. Employing 
strategy and prudence, she found an opportunity to cut off the head of 
Holofernes as he lay in a drunken stupor, and escaping with her 
precious booty, hastened back to her people. At her behest, the Israelites 
attacked the enemy, and the latter, discovering that their general had 
been killed, fled in great confusion, leaving rich spoils behind. 

Thus the people of Israel were saved from ruin by the valor and 
wisdom of a woman. Giving thanks to God with great rejoicing, they 
exclaimed: “The Lord hath blessed thee by His power, because by thee 
He hath brought our enemies to nought.” Ozias, the prince of the 
people, said to Judith: “Blessed art thou, O daughter, by the Lord, the 
most high God, above all the women upon the earth... Because He 
hath so magnified thy name this day that thy praise shall not depart 
out of the mouth of men, who shall be mindful of the power of the 
Lord forever, for that thou hast not spared thy life, by reason of the 
distress and tribulation of thy people, but hast prevented our ruin in 
the presence of our God!” And Joachim, the high priest, came from 
Jerusalem with his ancients, and blessed Judith, saying: “Thou art the 
glory of Jerusalem, thou art the joy of Israel, thou art the honor of 
our people...” 

Most fittingly the Church applies these praises to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary in the liturgy for her feasts, for in a much higher sense than 
Judith, Mary is “the glory, the joy and the honor of her people,” 
the powerful deliverer who has repeatedly come to the aid of God’s 
people in times of distress and persecution. 

The stronghold of Bethulia is an image of the Church, the city of 
God on earth. Like the Assyrians, the enemies of the Church press 
upon her, seeking to destroy her unity, to undermine her foundations 
and to cause her children to fall away. Nabuchodonosor is a type of 
Satan, the archenemy of God, who desires to rule the whole world, 
and who wages a continued warfare against the Church. In the 
face of the great dangers threatening Christianity, our Holy Father 
admonishes us to take refuge to Mary, Our Lady of Victory, who is 
the terror of demons and who alone has subdued all heresies. Through 
the Rosary she has repeatedly granted the victory to the Christians 
over their adversaries, and she is no less ready to aid the Christians of 
our day if we call upon her with trust and confidence. 
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A Rosary Army 

In the present crisis, as someone has tersely expressed it, knees 
are needed more than arms. A praying army can indeed accomplish 
greater things than a fighting army, as has often been proved. In her 
combats, the Church employs no weapons but those of prayer and 
sacrifice. The Holy Father, our “commander-in-chief,’”’ urges us to take 
up the powerful weapon of the Rosary with renewed vigor during these 
days of October, and to storm the gates of heaven with our petitions. 
for peace. Conscious of our helplessness and our utter dependence 
upon God, let us turn to Mary and ask her to support our prayers by 
her powerful intercession. 


On Christmas day last year, a devout Catholic lady in Orchard Park, 
New York, conceived the idea of forming a Rosary army, in which the 
women of our country in particular would be urged to enlist. The 
requirements for enlistment would be a daily Rosary, a monthly Com- 
munion, to be made on a Saturday if possible, and to obtain a new 
recruit so as to spread this prayer crusade. Translating this idea into 
action, the lady began at once to interest others, and the movement is 
now becoming widespread. The reason women in particular are urged 
to form such an army of prayer is that, being unable to enlist in active 
service, but desiring to do their part also toward the victory program, 
they can find here a service suitable to every Catholic woman, no matter 
what her occupation or her mental or physical qualities, a service that 
cannot fail to exert a powerful influence for good and to draw down a 
rain of blessings upon the world. 


We see no reason, however, why this service should be eonfined 
to the women only, for there are thousands of men who will gladly 
enlist in this great Rosary army, as well as thousands of children, whose 
innocent prayers have a special efficacy. 


Let us, then, make haste to form a Rosary army, with Our Lady 
of Victory as our Captain, and pray that the powers of evil may be 
defeated and the forces which seek the ruin of Christianity destroyed. 
Let us make the Rosary our most trusted chain of defense, and like 
soldiers in active warfare, daily arm ourselves with this holy weapon, 
with full confidence that Mary will bring to nought the devices of 
the hellish powers which are working in so many ways to accomplish 
the ruin of souls. If each dear reader would be faithful in saying 
the Rosary every day, the strength of this Rosary army would soon 
be felt, and countless blessings would be drawn upon the Church 
and upon the whole world. 


oCoOoCo.CCo 


NOTE: We wish to make it understood that this Rosary army is 
not an established league or association in which one must have one’s 
name enrolled. There are no headquarters established for such enroll- 
ment. It is purely a matter of resolving in one’s own mind to fulfil the 
required conditions and to unite in spirit with all who make a similar 
resolution, ‘ “ 
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Favors from the Infant Jesus of Prague 


ote ae oer 


y husband had been disabled from work through an accident 
and had not received one cent of compensation, nor did 
we have any income until we received a monthly disability 
check from his insurance, which helped us to get on. We 
were buying a home in Long Island, but were unable to 
make any payments. When winter came we had to leave 
our home, but were very fortunate in renting a place at 
reasonable rates up in the country. We had to do without 
many of the conveniences which we had been used to, but we did not 
mind. I took sick soon after we moved, as my nerves were shattered. 
I just felt that I couldn’t stand any more. We had been praying and 
knew that God would “see us through,” but it was a terrible struggle. 

‘I finally got pneumonia. A friend of mine came to stay with me. She 
is devoted to prayer and novenas. She had a little booklet of devotions 
to the Infant of Prague, from which she said prayers. One evening I 
picked it up and read of almost impossible favors received through devo- 
tion to the Divine Infant. A feeling came over me which I just can’t 
describe. I asked my friend, my husband and my daughter to join me 
in a fervent novena starting that very night. We made the novena and 
even my little granddaughter, three years old, would kiss the picture 
night and morning and ask the Little Infant to help us. 

On the last day of the novena a letter came saying that it was 
decided my husband would receive forty-nine weeks of back-pay and 
the case would be continued. You can’t imagine how happy we were. 
But something happened and the case was repealed. I think God 
wanted to try our faith. We were pretty heartsick, but kept making 
one novena after another. One morning my daughter returned from the 
post office very excited. There was a letter with a check. We had many 
bills to pay, and that is the first thing I did. I had promised to get a 
statue of the Infant and place it where others would see it and I could 
tell them of this wonderful favor, and also promised to publish it.” 

Mrs. M. G., New York 

“I promised the Infant Jesus to have Masses said in thanksgiving 
and to publish the favor of my brother’s return to the Church and giving 
up drink.” — Miss S. D., Washington, D. C. 

“My brother is getting on wonderfully, all due to the Infant of 
Prague. He was operated on in December and laid in a cast, from 
neck to knees, but is now wearing only a brace. He had two inches of 
bone added to his spine.”’ — Miss F. W., Pennsylvania 


“Please receive this small offering as a thanksgiving to our little 


Infant Jesus of Prague for a speedy recovery from a bad case of quinsy.” 
J. F., Mich, 








~~ 


Our booklet, “‘Devotion to the Infant Jesus of Prague,” gives the 
history of this devotion, together with many favors and prayers. 10¢ 
Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 
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EAR friends, you have been invited to hear the Apostle 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. I have been preaching 
for more than forty years in the whole world, the reign 
of love, the reign of the great King, whom I call the 
King of Love. But listen! two or three months ago. 

when preaching in Louisville, Kentucky, to a great group of men — the 

men of the Conference of St. Vincent de Paul —the Bishop said to 
them: “Father Mateo did not come here to convert sinners, but to 

BURN souls and to sanctify those who are already the friends of Our 

Lord.” 

I have seen great, wonderful conversions, hundreds of them, but 
I never preach to sinners as sinners, but as friends of the Sacred Heart. 
Today I preach to a group of friends of Our Lord, special friends, 
who love Him already, but I ask you to love Him with a greater love, 
greater charity, greater fire. That is my mission. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I think that sometimes we are afraid to 
preach things that ought to be preached. I am not afraid. I preach 
SANCTITY to you. Many of you could be saints. Many of you imagine 
that sanctity is the monopoly of priests and nuns, of the communities 
of Carmelites and:Trappists. No, No NO! I have met in the world 
beautiful, wonderful souls: ladies and girls and gentlemen — sainis 
to be canonized. Sanctity is not the privilege of the Sisters who have 
taken the three vows. You could love Our Lord as the saints loved 
Him. 

Not long ago I knew in Europe a great doctor, a physician, a 


The above inspiring address was given by Reverend Father Mateo 
to the Sentinels of the Blessed Sacrament at our Convent in Mundelein, 
Illinois, on May 10, 1942. On that day Father Mateo graciously blessed 
the little shrine of the Sacred Heart newly erected on the convent 
grounds, and performed the act of Enthronement in behalf of the 
Sentinels. Earlier in the year, Father Mateo conducted a Triduum 
for our Community at Mundelein, and we hope to reproduce also some 
of the inspiring conferences he gave on that occasion. The address 
given below fittingly appears in this October issue, which is dedicated 
to Christ, our King. 
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professor in a great university. He was married and had five children, 
three boys and two girls. The wife knew her husband was a splendid 
Catholic, but the family did not know that they had a saint in their 
home. He died in a tramway — suddenly. I knew him; he was my 
great friend. Two or three weeks later the tomb became glorious with 
miracles. The wife said: “What! My husband, a saint?” They knew 
they had a splendid Catholic, but they did not know they had a saint. 
Is sanctity only for the Sisters, for the priests? Ah, no, NO; SANCTITY 
Is FOR you! You could love Our Lord with a greater love. I am sure 
of that. You see we read in the Epistle of St. Paul the words: “Salute 
the saints!” That is synonymous with saying: “Salute the Christians!” 

I asked that those who were invited to this meeting should be not 
only more or less Catholic, but the good, good, coop, Catholics who 
would love Our Lord with a greater love, who would become saints. 
It is a duty for you. You have received so much; is it not so? Ladies, 
gentlemen, you are rich, rich, ricH! How many surrounding you 
in the world are poor, poor, poor! Why are you so much better 
than others? Why are you given the grace to understand the Eucharist, 
and Holy Mass and Our Lady? Yes, YoU HAVE RECEIVED MUCH. Be 
faithful! Be generous! Give mucH! Be not satisfied with being a 
good gentleman, a good lady, a good Catholic. No, No! NO! I do 
not say you would go to hell. But, be a good Catholic with twenty, 
forty and eighty percent SANCTITY. 

Sanctity is lacking because generosity is lacking. He is giving 
you the example, He your Master. He gave you everything, with 
Himself, with Himsetr. He has exhausted His love, His omnipotence. 
If you asked Him something greater, something richer than He has 
given you this morning at the Communion railing, He would say: “I 
cannot. I have given you everything: My Body, My Blood, My Heart.” 
He delivers Himself entirely to you without reserve. I will then ask 
you, ladies and gentlemen, love Him as He loves you — total gift for 
total gift. That is the reign of the Sacred Heart. Yes, the majority 
of Catholics are much alike; we are not willing to give Jesus ALL. 
Ah, He.says, “If you give me twenty-five, I give you a hundred. I am 
a God; you area guilty son. I give you My Sacred Heart for time 
and eternity. If you are not guilty, for time and eternity it will be 
yours.” Don’t’ cut this Heart in two!’ Generosity! GENEROsITY! 

Ah, dear friends, we are so generous with the world! I remember 
a.case years.ago when I was in Europe during.the last war. A young 
girl who wanted to become a Sister met a young man and decided 
to get married. She relinquished the religious life. Her husband was 
an official and after six months had to go to the battlefields. She said 
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to herself: “He is on the battlefield in great danger and I am here 
playing the piano. That cannot be. I must be a nurse on the battle- 
field. He is in danger; I must be there.” Daddy said yes, and she 
went to the battlefield. She did not go to a hospital, but to the battle- 
field, and during ten months cared for the wounded and ate as the 
soldiers ate. One day after ten months a telegram was received. Her 
husband was killed. She returned home and thought once more ‘of 
becoming a Sister. She went to a convent where she found very simple 
living. She had been ten months on the battlefield, eating rats or not 
eating anything; but she stayed in the convent only two weeks. She 
could not stand it. Well, you understand why I relate the case: for 
country, for home, for family, everything: For the Lord Jesus? Well,— 
I'll think it over! She could go to the battlefield for ten months, but 
in a very simple convent — ten months for Jesus — she could not do it! 

Dear friends, we fear three things; very often our fear is exag- 
gerated. I ask you: Do you know your catechism? If so, how can 
you exaggerate when dealing with Jesus? Everything is His. If He 
asks, “Give me twenty-five,” He gives a hundred and fifty in return. 
How can you go beyond the line dealing with your Master and King? 
Tomorrow He will be yours in paradise. 

You know I am preaching night adoration in the home — one hour 
of night adoration in the home, only once a month, only once a month, 
ONLY ONCE A MONTH. At a meeting in San Francisco, a lady said to 
me: “Father, you are asking night adoration in the home?” — “Yes.” 
— “But, Father, night has been given for sleep.” — “Yes, and to play 
bridge and drink whiskey three nights a week, three nights a week, 
first at Mrs. So and So’s, then at Mrs. So and So’s, then at Mrs. So and 
So’s. That is not too much, is it?” Ah, please give me one hour for 
Jesus once a month in your room at night. Have you understood? 
This good lady thought she was a Catholic. One hour once a month! 
“Poor Jesus,” said St. Francis de Sales, “He is our King, but we treat 
Him as a beggar.” I assure you, if He asks you for twenty-five, He 
gives you fifty in return. 

Dear friends, you are fervent and loving. I am delighted to say 
this to you, because I admire more and more the great qualities of 
this American race. I have never been disappointed preaching in your 
country. 

Oh, no! it is not exaggerating: three nights a week for pleasure, 
and not one for Jesus! Compare this: “Father,” a gentleman said to 
me, “I am a practical Catholic. Say something to me in the Name of 
the Sacred Heart.” — “You are a practical Catholic?” — “Yes, Father, 
and I desire to be a fervent friend of the Sacred Heart.” Ah, ah! after 
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a short prayer, I said to him: “Dear Sir, how often are you going to 
the altar rails?” He paused. “Well, Father, I am sorry. I am not 
a Rockefeller, not a rich fellow, I must be at home with my family. 
I must be at work at six in the morning; not very often.” — “How often 
are you going to the altar rails?” — “Well, on Sundays and sometimes 
on feast days.” — “Well, Sir, that is not enough, not sufficient for the 
Sacred Heart. May I say something?” — “Yes!” — “Go every 
morning, every morning, EVERY MORNING! Promise me that!” 

That was months ago. I saw the gentleman not long ago and he 
said: “Father, I have not missed one Mass in the morning. Every day 
at five o’clock I go to Mass and Communion in the Sisters’ chapel ; 
at ten minutes to six, | am at work. Thank you for your boldness.” 
Every day Mass in the morning! Give me this, my friends! Give 


me more love for the Sacred Heart. You cannot exaggerate. 
To be concluded 








In Father Mateo’s 
name we thank all our 
kind readers for their 
many prayers and other 
spiritual offerings for 
his Golden Jubilee. As 
this number goes for- 
ward before the date of 
the Jubilee, we cannot as 
yet extend his own per- 
sonal thanks, which we 
know will be deep and 
sincere. We are very 
happy to tell you that 
Rev. Father is feeling 
somewhat better. He 
attributes this improve- 
ment in his health to the 
many prayers being said 
for him. So we beg you 
to continue your devoted 
prayers for his improve- 
ment, for the glory of 
the Sacred Heart. 

Rev. Father Mateo is 
A friendly greeting from Father Mateo still in Chicago, Ill. 
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Che Holy Father Blesses Father Mateo’s 
Work in America 


FF 


ATHER Mateo, desiring to give filial comfort to the Holy Father, 

saddened by the awful situation of the world, wrote to him 

a few months ago, expressing his immense satisfaction in preach- 

ing to the American Catholics and the wonderful consolation 
he received when preaching to the clergy in the Catholic University 
of Washington and in other dioceses. The answer received from the 
Vatican, which we here publish, proves how extremely touched and 
pleased His Holiness has been with Father Mateo’s report. It will also 
be a great satisfaction for all our readers to share in the blessing 
imparted to Father Mateo by the Sovereign Pontiff. 


From the Vatican, June 27, 1942. 
Secretariate of State of His Holiness 
Dear Reverend Father: 


The enthusiastic report about your ministry in the United 
States of America, particularly retreats preached to the clergy, which 
your filial communication furnished His Holiness, did not fail to fill 
the heart of the venerable Pontiff with a lively consolation. 

He himself cherishes too true and encouraging a memory of 
his journey throughout distant America, made some years prior to his 
elevation to the See of Peter, not to hold a special paternal interest 
in the apostolic enterprises which are under way there with so much 
success and effectiveness. 

Hardly had he assumed the tiara, when one of his first acts 
was the memorable encyclical, “Sertum Laetitiae.” Due to the 150th 
anniversary of the Catholic hierarchy in the United States, in this he 
granted to this grand part of the Church of Jesus Christ his highest 
rank of nobility, and engaged the American people “who by nature 
are given to great undertakings and to liberality,” to the enduring 
victories of faith and of the Christian name, 

Therefore the Holy Father is not surprised at the warrants of 
satisfaction and hope which you found so plentiful in your work among 
priests and students for the priesthood. He does not tire in contemplat- 
ing the ardor with which’ the “I thirst” of the Sacred Heart, whose 
zealous messenger you are, is embraced throughout your priestly retreats. 
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Doubtless, in this way the Holy Spirit prepares excellent 
and providential aides for God’s Kingdom; who by fulfilling the papal 
recommendations regarding the intellectual and theological training 
of the clergy, its intelligent discipline and its devotion to charitable 
works, may be the most meritorious makers of both the spiritual and 
temporal welfare of their country. 

Enough has been said, Reverend Father, to prove how His 
Holiness regards you for so salutary an apostolate; and what wishes 
he entertains for your good health; besides, what prayers he offers up 
for the moral and religious advancement of the great country, whereto 
Divine Providence has directed your steps. To attest his Fatherly trust 
in you, and at the same time, to draw down the choicest Divine favors, 
the Sovereign Pontiff sends you his heartfelt Apostolic Benediction. 

With personal wishes and compliments, I beg you, Reverend 
Father, to accept my sentiments as unreservedly dedicated in Our Savior. 


L. CARDINAL MAGLIONE. 
To: Reverend Mateo Crawley 
Chicago, Illinois 


ATTENTION: Lovers of the Sacred Heart 


For the honor and 
glory of the King of 
Love, we are offering 
Om Paintincs of the 
Sacred Heart (like illus- 
tration), size 14x 20, 
with frame, for the low 
price of $15.00 each, 
plus transportation 
charges. 





Sacred Heart Mottoes, 
in sizes suitable for 
homes, printed picture 
with hand lettering and 
hand decoration. Prices 
$1.25, $1.50 and $2.00 
with frames. Postage 
extra. 





Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 























“Upon this rock I will build 
My Church, 
and the gates of hell 


shall not prevail against it’’ 
(Matt. xvi. 18). 








Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 
mO0- 
The Apostles’ Creed 
ARTICLE IX — The Holy Catholic Church, the Communion of Saints 
The Papacy (Continued) 


HE supremacy of the Pope has ever been an acknowledged fact in 
ti the Church. History testifies that in every age from the begin- 

ning, the Pope has constantly exercised supremacy of authority 
and jurisdiction, not only over the faithful of Rome, but also over the 
Catholic people, priests and bishops of the entire world. He has the 
same authority as Christ, whose Vicar he is. His authority over the 
universal Church does not proceed from the votes of the cardinals who 
elect him, but from Christ Himself. The Roman Pontiff acts by Divine 
right as the supreme ruler and chief teacher of the Church of God. 
The successors of Peter in this sublime office receive through him the 
Divine commission to fully rule, govern and feed the entire flock and 
confirm the brethren till the end of time. 

In the Pope resides in the highest degree the triple power of 
teaching, sanctifying and ruling the people. As the representative of 
Christ, who is the invisible Head of the Church in heaven, the Pope 
wields the authority of God, holds His power, interprets, sustains and 
executes His Divine laws. 

The Pope, the Vicar and Prime Minister of Christ, is the Divinely 
appointed center of unity in the Church, without which would ensue 
dissolution, division and death. As the Pope is one with Christ, speak- 
ing, ruling and teaching in His name, the whole Church derives its 
unity, life and strength by and through him. The universal Church 
is centralized in the Pope. Without his supremacy, the entire Church 
would be shortly split up into numerous factions, as is evidenced by the 
many sects which have separated from the Church and deny allegiance 
to the Pope. 

The title “Holy Father,” so full of reverence and affection, which 
Catholics commonly apply to the Pope, expresses the filial love which 
true children of the Church cherish for the common Father of all Chris- 
tendom. Far from finding allegiance to him burdensome or repugnant, 
the hearts of true Catholics render him a loving obedience as a most. 
kind and solicitous father who takes the place of Christ with them on 
earth. And by a special gift of the Holy Spirit, the Holy Father, on 
his part, ‘entertains a tender, paternal affection for all his children — 
yes, even for those outside the true fold, whom he would fain receive 
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into his embrace and unite with the flock of Christ. He is in very truth 
the Good Shepherd, who would willingly lay down his life for his 
sheep and whose heart is large enough to embrace the joys and sorrows 
of all mankind. 


Papal Infallibility 


Whenever the Pope speaks as head and teacher of the whole . 
Church, in matters of faith and morals, he is protected by a special 
Divine guidance against error, which we call infallibility. This follows 
logically from the fact that he has been appointed as supreme teacher, 
commissioned to teach the Gospel of Christ just as Christ Himself 
taught it. For if the successor of Peter, speaking authoritatively to 
the Church, could teach false doctrine, he would instantly cease to 
be the firm rock-foundation on which Christ built His Church, against 
which the gates of hell shall not prevail. 

That the Pope is infallible does not mean, however, that he is 
impeccable — that is, that he can do no wrong. As a child of Adam 
he can, like other men, have faults and commit sin, and when he is 
merely voicing his own personal opinion on any subject, he can be mis- 
taken. While it is true that the words of the Pope should always be 
received with the respect due his high position, they are infallible only 
when he teaches “ex cathedra—from the Chair of Peter,’’ that is, 
when, in the exercise of his office as head of the Church, the chief pastor 
and teacher of all the faithful, he declares what is to be held by the 
Universal Church as the true doctrine on any matter of faith or morals. 
If he could teach error when speaking ‘‘ex cathedra,’”’ the Church would 
follow him into error, and would thereby fail; and thus the promises 
of Christ would be falsified, which would be impossible. 


The Temporal Power of the Pope 


The Pope, as the visible head of the Catholic Church, is independent 
of any temporal power. The Church, as its name implies, is interna- 
tional. It is a Divine institution with a supernatural purpose. It is 
therefore distinct from and above all civil organizations and govern- 
ments. It embraces all peoples and must not be identified with any 
one race or nationality. In order to deal with Catholics of every 
nationality, it must be free from political interference of any particular 
nation. This principle was recognized from the early ages of the Church. 
In the course of time, the successor of Peter, by Divine dispensation, 
gained possession of a secular territory of considerable extent, which 
became known as the Ecclesiastical States or the Papal States. In this 
territory the Pope reigned as temporal sovereign, that he might exercise 
his spiritual power independently. of any human force or favor. 

In the year 1870, the Italian Gevernment confiscated the Papal 
States, which comprised an area of 16,000 square miles. Forcibly 
deprived of his territory, the Pope remained a voluntary prisoner in 
the Vatican, until 1929, when the difficulties between the Italian Gov- 
ernment and the Church were settled by the Lateran Treaty, which 
definitely proclaimed the restoration and complete recognition of the 
temporal sovereignty of the Holy Father. 
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This treaty established the papal territory of Vatican City as an 
independent state, having the Pope for its temporal ruler. Territorially, 
this is the smallest independent state in the world, comprising in the 
neighborhood of 160 acres, and having a population of some 1,000 in- 
habitants, most of whom are connected with the administration of the 
Holy See. Its importance is derived from the fact that it is the spiritual 
center of Catholicism, and that it guarantees to the Holy See freedom 
from all political interference. 


The Office of Bishops 


The power and mission to teach, to dispense the means of salvation 
and direct the faithful was not granted exclusively to Peter by Christ, 
but also to the other Apostles, as we have seen. However, the latter 
were to exercise these powers under the jurisdiction of Peter. Now, 
as the Pope is the successor of St, Peter, so the bishops of the Catholic 
Church are the successors of the other Apostles. The bishops, also, 
by Divine appointment, have a share in governing the Church, but only 
with and under their head, the Pope. The Pope, as successor of St. 
Peter, possesses ecclesiastical jurisdiction absolutely, and the bishops, 
the successors of the other Apostles, possess it in conjunction with and 
under the authority of the Pope, the supreme head. 

The bishops exercise their office through the priests, who in turn 
may be called the successors of the disciples of Christ, though not in the 
absolute sense that the bjshops are the successors of the Apostles. Thus 
in the spiritual hierarchy of the Church the faithful are under the im- 
mediate jurisdiction of the priests, the priests under the bishops, and the 
bishops under the Pope. All the bishops of the Catholic world receive 
their mission from the Pope; all priests, from their bishops. 

To be a true successor of the Apostles, a bishop must be duly 
consecrated by another duly consecrated bishop, and must be in com- 
munion with the Pope, the head of the Church. Every duly consecrated 
bishop of the Catholic Church can trace his succession back in a direct 
line to one of the Apostles. The bishops, individually, are not invested 
with infallibility; but when, acting in a body, under the leadership of 
the Pope, they make a pronouncement in a matter of faith or morals, 
they are also infallible. Such an assembly is called an Ecumenical 
Council when it is composed of bishops from all parts of the world, 
presided over by the Pope or his legate. The assembly of the ecclesi- 
astical authorities from a given territory, such as a kingdom, state or 
nation, is called a synod. Such a council must likewise be presided 
over by a legate of the Holy See, which confirms its acts before they 
may be promulgated. In addition, there is the diocesan council, com- 
posed of the chief clergy of the diocese, presided over by their bishop. 
The decrees of these latter councils are not infallible, however. 


Beginnings of the Church 


After the Apostles had received the Holy Ghost on Pentecost Sun- 
day, they went forth, preaching and baptizing as Christ had commanded, 
and gathered into congregations all those who believed and were bap- 
tized. Hence there arose in many places communities of Christians 
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whose rulers were the Apostles. The first Christian community was 
established in Jerusalem, where 3000 Jews were converted by the first 
sermon of St. Peter and received Christian baptism, and where, after 
Peter’s second sermon, 5000 more joined the congregation of believers. 
(Acts fi. 41, iv. 4.) Soon afterward, congregations of Christians were 
established in Samaria, at Antioch, Corinth, Thessalonica, Ephesus, 
Rome, and in many other places. In all these communities the faithful 
“continued steadfastly in the teaching of the Apostles and in the com- 
munion of the breaking of the bread and in the prayers” (Acts ii. 42). 
Of the community in Jerusalem, which was the model of all the others, 
the Acts of the Apostles says: ‘‘The multitude of the believers were 
of one heart and one soul” (iv. 32). 

Everywhere, the Apostles conducted themselves as spiritual rulers, 
appointed by God, and were recognized and venerated as such by the 
faithful. The people obeyed them, accepted their admonitions, sub- 
mitted to the punishments which they imposed, and strove in all things 
to abide by their directions, just as the faithful of our day recognize 
the authority of their bishops. 

Poor and persecuted though they were, the Apostles announced 
to the nations of the earth the good tidings of salvation, under count- 
less hardships and perils. God visibly blessed their efforts, and thirty 
years had scarcely elapsed after the descent of the Holy Ghost when 
there were already Christian communities in all parts of the world. 
Over these churches the Apostles placed bishops, to whom they com- 
municated their powers by special forms of prayer and the imposition 
of hands, and whom they appointed their substitutes and successors. 

All of these communities professed the same Christian Faith, offered 
the same Sacrifice, partook of the same sacraments, and all together, 
under their several bishops, formed one great Christian community 
under one common head, St. Peter. No matter how widely separated, 
they were united most intimately by an invisible bond and formed one 
great Christian society, which, to distinguish it from the individua) 
congregations of which it was formed, was called the catholic — i. e., 
the universal Church, or simply, the Church. 


Expansion and Preservation of the Church 


The preaching of the Apostles met with marvelous success, which 
obviously could not come from man but from God. Everywhere they 
replaced the most crass paganism and unbelief with the adoration of 
the true God, and caused virtues to flourish such as had never been 
witnessed before. The doctrine of a Crucified God, which worldly- 
minded men naturally regarded as folly, spread rapidly over the then 
known world, in spite of the fact that every effort was made to hinder 
its propagation. The Acts of the Apostles gives a vivid picture of the 
persecutions which the Apostles and the disciples endured for the Faith 
of Christ, and of the miracles which God wrought in them and through 
them. All of the Apostles suffered martyrdom (except St. John, who 
was miraculously preserved when thrown into a cauldron of boiling 
oil), and with them a great number of their disciples shed their blood 
for Christ. Persecuted in the most cruel manner, the Church never- 
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theless continued to spread and to flourish; for the blood of the martyrs, 
flowing in streams, became the seed of new confessors of the Faith. 
No earthly power was able to arrest the spreading of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Times without number pagan spectators, and even the 
executioners, astonished at the heroism of the Christians, publicly 
renounced their idolatry on the spot and joined the ranks of the 
Christians, willingly suffering tortures and death with them. 

Everywhere the Christians were hunted down and tortured by 
every device human cruelty could invent. Hundreds of thousands of 
persons of every age, sex and condition heroically embraced the most 
cruel sufferings rather than deny their faith in Christ. Rome, especially, 
the capital of paganism, and the seat of all the abominations of idolatry, 
overflowed with the blood of the Christian martyrs. These terrible 
persecutions lasted, with few interruptions, for three hundred years. 
Had Christianity been the work of man, it would certainly have been 
extirpated by the blind fury of its enemies; but being the work of 
the Son of God, it took deeper root the more it was persecuted. 

At length, in the early part of the fourth century, Constantine the 
Great, the reigning Roman emperor, became the protector and defender 
of the Christian religion. He showed marks of honor to the Christians, 
permitted them to practice their faith openly and without hindrance, 
and built splendid churches for them. In a short time paganism was 
completely overthrown throughout the Roman Empire, and the Chris- 
tian religion was pernranently established. To be continued. 
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A Bouquet of Roses for the ¢ 
Poor Souls 5 
eS SI AI IT II I 


EDITATION on the mysteries of the Rosary is so essential 
to this devotion that without it, no matter how devoutly 
the various vocal prayers are recited, one who fails to 
reflect on the mysteries has not truly prayed the Rosary. 
An easy and fruitful method of meditating on the 




















mysteries is to recall to mind the virtues of Jesus or of His Blessed 
Mother which the particular mystery may suggest. If one wishes to 
combine such meditation with devotion to the poor souls, this may very 
easily be done by offering for them the merits of the different virtues 
in satisfaction for the sins they have committed contrary to the virtue. 
Surely such a practice will find favor with God and will bring much 
consolation and relief to the poor souls. 
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As we begin our Rosary, our imagination may paint for us the 
garden of our Heavenly Queen. Here we behold the beautiful rose- 
bushes of the different mysteries, all in full bloom, some bearing the 
white roses of Our Lady’s joys, others the red roses of her sufferings, 
and still others the yellow roses of the glorious mysteries. Let us 
now gather some of the white roses of Mary’s joys. We will try to 
select ten of the most lovely roses to correspond to the ten Hail Marys 
of each decade, and when we have finished our Rosary we will present 
our bouquet to Mary for her suffering children. 

We approach the bush of the Annunciation Mystery. How beau- 
tiful and fragrant are the blooms we find thereon! Here is the lovely 
white rose of Mary’s purity —a purity so sublime, so immaculate, that 
the Holy Spirit chose this peerless Virgin from among all creatures 
to be His Spouse, “His Love, His Dove, His Chosen One,” the un- 
blemished Ark of the Covenant, the holy Mother of God! What 
ravishment it must be for the Blessed Trinity to behold the pure Virgin 
Mary! How acceptable then will be the offering of Mary’s purity, 
which we will make through her own pure heart for the souls who 
have sinned against chastity. 

Our eyes now rest on another beautiful rose on the bush of the 
Annunciation. It is the rose of humility. It, too, shall be gathered 
for our bouquet, and when God gazes on its loveliness, is it possible 
that He can refuse admittance to the heavenly banquet to those souls, 
who, though once clothed in the rags of pride and ambition, are now 
presented to Him by their Mother, mantled in her own wedding 
garment? From this same bush we next pluck the beautiful roses of 
Mary’s perfect faith in the word of God, her entire obedience to His 
Divine will, her simplicity, her silence, her ardent contemplation of 
the Word Incarnate within her bosom, her spiritual joy, her calm 
trustfulness, and her utter self-surrender. These ten beautiful blossoms 
will form the first decade of our joyful Rosary. 

Next we turn to the mystery of the Visitation. From it we choose 
first of all the rose of charity, the virtue which surpasses all others 
in worth and “maketh most like God.” When the Queen of the Holy 
Rosary offers this flower to the Divine Majesty, God, who is Charity, 
laying aside the sceptre of His Justice, will receive into the eternal 
embrace of His love those souls whose sins against this holy virtue 
are covered by their Mother’s ardent love, even though these souls 
have offended Him by their hatred, fomentation of disunion, revenge, 
scandal, etc. Though we would fain tarry in contemplation of this 
virtue, we hasten to pluck other blooms from the bush of the Visitation. 
The flower of prompt acquiescence to the inspirations of the Holy 
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Spirit will atone for faults of sloth and neglect of duty. Here again 


is the rose of humility with a sheen almost more lovely than that of . 
the Annunciation. Here, also, are roses of fidelity, prudence, gratitude,’ 


zeal for souls, tenderness, mercy, and joy in God. 

_ We now pass on to the rosebush of the Nativity. What depths 
of adoring love filled Mary’s soul when for the first time she pressed 
Jesus to her heart! May that love satisfy for sacrilegious Communions 
and irreverences before the Blessed Sacrament, for dishonor of the 
Holy Name, and contempt for God. May the intimate and perfect 
union of Jesus and Mary in this mystery be a sweet rose, the perfume 
of which may hasten for the souls in purgatory the time when they 
will behold Jesus face to face and be forever united to Him. May 
the roses of Mary’s sublime obedience, her utter detachment, her aban- 
donment to God's holy will, her spirit of poverty, her generous accept- 
ance of sufferings, her love of solitude, her constant prayer and her 
heroic patience in Bethlehem, obtain for the poor souls in purgatory 
a remission of their punishment for sins committed against these virtues. 

From the rosebush of the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple, we 
will gather roses for the souls who despised God’s commandments, who 
were niggardly in His service and sought only their own interests, for 
Mary, by her perfect fulfilment of God’s law, her entire submission to 
His will, her acceptance of future sufferings, her total gift of what she 
held most dear, her patience, her purity, her confident faith and spirit 
of prayer, her mortification and simplicity, has merited for them to 
be presented in the Temple of God’s glory. 

Diligence in seeking Jesus is one of the fairest roses growing on 
the rosebush of the mystery of Finding Jesus in the Temple. Together 
with the manifold sufferings and sorrows of the three grief-stricken 
days when Jesus was lost to her, we gather and offer it for souls who 
obtained salvation only by a deathbed conversion, and who during their 
life were heedless of their Father’s business, neglected Sunday Mass, 
and abused the graces given them. In this mystery, Mary practiced the 
most heroic virtue in her silence in suffering, her unwavering faith, her 
meekness, her patience, her perseverance, her courage, her hope, her 
self-forgetfulness and abandonment to God's holy will. May the merits 
of these virtues obtain for the souls in purgatory the joy of finding 
Jesus in heaven and of possessing Him forever. 

The Joyful Mysteries of our Rosary are completed. May our 
sweet Mother take our bouquet of fifty white roses and present it for 
us to the Blessed Trinity, and may each of her virtues be a stream of 
grace flowing into the abyss of pain, to draw forth innumerable holy 
souls who will enter forever into the joy of the Lord! 
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Confidence in the Rosary is Never Confounded 


Se ee ad 


} -~ONSOLING revelations made to St. Dominic and Blessed 
Alanus by Our Blessed Lady regarding the fruitfulness 
of devotion to the holy Rosary, gave assurance of 
special protection and very great graces to all who 
should devoutly recite the Rosary. Mary likewise 
promised: ‘‘Whatever you ask through my Rosary, you 
shall obtain.’’ Can we wonder then that the graces, 
the spiritual and temporal favors that the clients of 
Mary have obtained through the Rosary are well-nigh 
countless? Truly, Mary never fails to prove herself 
faithful to her promises and is quick to hear those who, 
recalling the joyful, the sorrowful and the glorious 
events of her own blessed life, address to her their heartfelt petitions, 
imploring from her graces, consolation and aid in their necessities. 





Among the remarkable favors obtained through recourse to the 
Rosary, a missionary relates the following: When a fire broke out on 
the big ocean steamer ‘“‘Morro Castle,’’ which caused its destruction 
and the death of over a hundred passengers, some being burnt and 
others drowned, there was amongst the survivors a lady who ascribed 
her safety to the Rosary. Some years previously she had visited Rome, 
where, at an audience, the Holy Father had presented her with a 
rosary and she had resolved always to carry it with her. 

When the fire signal was given on that fatal night she hurried 
to the deck grasping her rosary. Wild confusion reigned; some pas- 
sengers were weeping, others cursing, others praying. Some people, 
maddened by the terrible heat, plunged into the sea and were drowned; 
others were overcome by the smoke and were burned. The good lady 
too was nearly desperate. With the rosary in her hand she walked to 
and fro, weeping and praying, not knowing whether it would be better 
to jump into the sea and be drowned or to remain on the boat and be 
burned. In the confusion someone ran against her with such violence 
that she was pushed into the water. She tried to swim but only used 
her left hand, whilst with the right one she held the rosary above the 
water and continued to pray. Just when her strength was almost gone 
a little boat came up and someone took hold of her outstretched hand 
with the rosary, and drew her in... She was saved! 


Another instance, the wonderful cure of a person whose life was 
despaired of, is recounted by a nurse, who was both the particular friend 
and the devoted nurse of the patient. While visiting a monastery 
with a group of friends, the nurse came upon a booklet explaining the 
“Rosary Novena,” and being attracted to it, purchased it despite the 
raillery of her companions that she was becoming too pious. Upon re- 
turning to her home, she learned that a classmate and very dear friend 
was critically ill. Seven doctors had been called in consultation and had 
agreed that medical science could do nothing for her. The nurse imme- 
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diately volunteered her services as night nurse, and throughout her 
watching did not cease praying for her dearly loved patient. Being an 
experienced nurse, she realized that no human aid could keep her patient 
alive. Night after night she sat at the bed while the blessed candle 
lighted for the dying burned low. Again and again the chaplain was 
called to recite the prayers for the dying. Each morning when she 
reported off duty, she expected never again to see the patient alive. 
But day followed day, and the tiny spark of life flickered on. People 
began to talk of the case as a miracle. On two successive nights cardiac 
stimulants failed to revive the patient, and all hope seemed lost. The 
novena prayers were continued, and despite all signs, the nurse’s faith 
did not waver. At last on the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin, the victory was won. The patient was better. She knew those 
about her. From that time on she continued to improve, until her 
health was restored. Faith and science had fought side by side for 
her recovery. Science declared she could not live. Faith persevered, 
and triumphed. 


An extraordinary escape from sudden death in an auto wreck is 
likewise attributed to the intervention of the Queen of the Holy Rosary. 
Relating this marvelous favor, the lady in question says: “My car was 
almost a total wreck and no one can understand how I escaped being 
killed. I received a few bad bruises, but that was all. My work is 
writing insurance, and I cover a very large territory. Nearly always I 
am driving alone. I have had the habit for some time of praying the 
Rosary as I drive along the lonely roads. Sometimes I say as many as 
ten to thirty Rosaries a day. I had just finished the third Rosary and 
had wrapped the beads around my hand, when my car was wrecked. 
I owe my life to God, to His dear Mother, and my rosary.” 


The Catholic papers recently carried a report of how a party of 
refugees from Burma, India, made a discovery en route that all of 
them were Catholics and agreed to recite the Rosary together during 
their perilous journey. Having arrived at Mawalaik on the Chindwin 
River, they were held up for nearly a week, and it seemed they would 
get no farther. But, confiding in Our Lady, they began to storm heaven 
with their prayers and almost immediately their difficulties seemed to 
disappear. That same evening they were able to board a launch and 
proceed up the river to Sittang, and from thence successfully reached 
the end of their journey. Each evening the Rosary was recited in 
common and the soldiers found it a great source of strength and courage. 


This experience is paralleled by the daily recitation of the Rosary 
by Catholics, non-Catholics and a former avowed atheist, who after the 
battle of Java were reported missing. The Japanese invaded the area 
and came in such great numbers and with equipment so superior to that 
of the small Allied forces, that despite their heroic efforts, the latter 
could not stand their ground. Among a group of thirty fugitives who 
escaped, there were five Catholics. The rest of the group consisted of 
Protestants, unbelievers and avowed atheists. Early in their march over 
rugged mountains, under a blazing tropical sun, suffering untold hard- 
ships, eating but odd meals of native corn and rice, sleeping under the 
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stars with myriads of mosquitoes to harass them, fighting unknown 
diseases, but keeping bravely on until they arrived in safety in Australia, 
these soldiers began to invoke the help of the Blessed Virgin through 
the recitation of her Rosary. At first the five Catholics alone began 
the recitation of a daily Rosary. Very soon, to their surprise, a pro- 
fessedly casual Protestant asked to join them, and he remained with 
them after some of the others had organized a Sunday service of their 
own. After three weeks every man was devoting some time to prayer, 
and in the fifth week, a formerly staunch atheist began kneeling with 
the others to say the Rosary. The latter died on the trek, uttering 
Catholic prayers. The Protestant is now taking instructions in the 
Catholic Faith. All attribute their final rescue to the intercession of 
Our Lady, Queen of the Most Holy Rosary. 


In conclusion we cite the devotion of Garcia Moreno, the late 
President of Ecuador, to the Rosary. An incident is told of his having 
invited some Irish laborers to manage certain large sawmills that he 
had set up. He had occasion to visit the mills and inspect the work, 
and he asked the men to dine with him. During the course of the 
dinner he questioned the men on their religious observances and asked 
them to sing some hymns in honor of the Blessed Virgin. Then he 
proposed that all kneel down together and say her Rosary. Thus did 
this noble man proclaim his own devotion to Mary and incite others 
to greater fervor. When he had been laid low by the hand of an 
assassin, there were found on his breast a relic of the true Cross, the 
Scapular of the Passion and of the Sacred Heart, and about his neck, 
his rosary. 





The Defenders of Our Flag 


are daily exposed to many dangers. They will appreciate nothing so 
much as your PRAYERS for their safety. Have you thought of 
preparing a SPIRITUAL BOUQUET for your dear one in the Service 
as a Christmas gift? To have it ready in time, you will need to start 
preparing it NOW. 





Our beautiful Spiritual Bouquet Folders, 
lithographed in delicate colors, will worthily con- 
vey your gift. Furnished with envelopes at the 
low price of 5¢ each, or 14 for 50¢. 





Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 


























Little overs’ freague 
oOo 


EAR Little Lovers, this month we are going to remind 
you of the requirements for belonging to the Eucha- 
ristic Knights and Handmaids of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. We hope many new members will join our 
League, and become real lovers of the Blessed 

Sacrament like little Gustave Bruni, who was called 
a “Little Seraph of the Blessed Sacrament” because he loved Jesus 

so ardently. 

Little Gustave was born in Turin, Italy, on the sixth of May, in 
1903. This day is dedicated to St. John the Apostle, the well-beloved 
disciple of Our Lord who rested his head on the breast of Jesus at 
the Last Supper, and whom we sometimes call the “Apostle of Love.” | 
The next day was a Thursday, the day devoted to the Blessed Sacrament, 
and it was the day of Gustave’s baptism. As soon as his mother was 
able to go to the church she made a visit and took her baby son with 
her. She used to visit the church every day and also received Holy 
Communion daily. When she returned home her first act was to take 
little Gustave in her arms and kiss his lips. She told the child that 
this was a kiss from dear Jesus Himself, and it was for little Gustave 
a kind of spiritual communion. Whenever little Gustave needed to be 
told that he must not be naughty, his mother would say: “Jesus who 
comes to us in Holy Communion does not like little boys who act as 
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you did.” If she asked him such questions as: “Can you tell me 
where Jesus is?” or “How can He be in such a small Host?” Gustave 
would answer: “Jesus is in the tabernacle and in my heart. He can 
be in such a small Host betause He is God, because He is Good, and 
because He is Almighty.” 

One morning when Gustave was only one and a half years old, 
he put on his cap and started for the door. “Where are you going, 
my little man?” his mother asked. “I am going to Jesus — to Mass,” 
the little fellow replied. One day when he was two years old he 
followed his mother up to the Communion rail and said, “Mother, I 
want to receive Jesus.” His mother had to refuse him because he was 
not old enough. When he was five he became very ill and the doctor 
said he had not long to live. Little Gustave heard him and replied: 
“T will not die before I receive my First Communion.” This was before 
Pope Pius X permitted children to receive before the age of eleven 
or twelve years. But God Himself opened a way to grant Gustave’s 
desire. A very holy priest heard about little Gustave and examined 
him to see if he knew enough of his catechism to receive his First 
Communion. He asked little Gustave if it was right to say that there 
is blessed bread in the Sacred Host after the consecration, and when 
the child replied that the host was no longer bread at all, but that Jesus 
is there whole and entire, the priest said he would let him receive his 
First Communion. 

When Jesus came into Gustave’s heart for the first time, his face 
glowed with fervor, his eyes shone, and his heart was filled with joy. 
After this he received Our Lord very often in Holy Communion. In 
order that his heart might be very pleasing to Jesus, he practiced many 
virtues. He always obeyed his parents and teachers. He studied his 
lessons very faithfully. He was very charitable and always eager to 
do something for others. He would often deny himself little things 
such as candy and cake. He had a very tender love for the Blessed 
Virgin and great zeal for the salvation of souls. He showed great 
patience in sufferings, and when God called him in death, he was 
fully resigned. 

Little Gustave died at the age of seven, ready for heaven because 
of his many virtues. Surely he is praying with the angels of heaven 
that other little children may learn to know and love Jesus as he did. 


Practice: When you pass a church, stop in and pay Jesus a little 
visit; or if you do not live near a church, make a spiritual visit to 
Jesus at least once a day. 


Aspiration: Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, I love Thee! 
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Little Lovers’ League 
To foster love for the Most Blessed Sacrament among children. 


Besides fulfilling the condition of one of the following degrees, 
each member must be faithful in practicing the virtue and saying the 
aspiration recommended each month. Little Lovers should also be 
devoted to the Blessed Virgin Mary, should pray to her each day to teach 
them to love the Most Blessed Sacrament, and say’a Hail Mary every 
day for all the members of the League. 


Patroness: Our Lady of the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
Special Patrons: St. Tarsicius and the Little Flower. 


BOYS: Eucharistic Knights GIRLS: Eucharistic Handmaids 


Those wishing to join must have their name enrolled and promise 
to fulfil the conditions of one of the following: — 


DEGREES 
(Boys) (Girls) 
1. Sanctuary Guards *° and Sanctuary Guardians 
Boys and girls who attend Holy Mass every Sunday and receive 
Holy Communion at least once a month, 
2. Perpetual Light Guards and Perpetual Light Guardians 
Boys and girls who attend Holy Mass every Sunday and receive 
Holy Communion once a week. 
3. Tabernacle Guards and Tabernacle Guardians 
Boys and girls who attend Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion 
several times weekly, 
4. Eucharistic Guards and Eucharistic Guardians 
Boys and girls who attend Holy Mass, receive Holy Communion 
and visit the Blessed Sacrament daily. 


5. Noble Eucharistic Guards and Noble Eucharistic Guardians 
Boys who in addition to fulfilling Girls who in addition to fulfilling 
the conditions of the 4th degree, the conditions of the 4th degree, 
serve Holy Mass, though they need gain 5 members to be at least 
not do so daily. Tabernacle Guardians. 


NOTE: — Small boys who have not yet made their First Holy Com- 
munion may be enrolled as Pages; small girls, as Sentinels. They are 
expected to attend Holy Mass on Sundays and daily say the aspiration: 
“Sweet Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, I love Thee!” 
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Mission Sunday — October 18 
0 tele 

3] (| ith the entire world engulfed in war, the Church is facing one 
of the critical periods in her history, especially in regard to 
her mission program. Yet it is the desire of the Holy See 
that there be no lessening in this apostolate, which constitutes 

the greatest of her endeavors: the bringing of all men to the knowledge 

and love of Christ. 

The Right Rev. Msgr. Thomas J. McDonnell, National Director and 
Secretary General of the Supreme General Council of the Society for 
the Propagation of the Faith, announces that, in accordance with the 
wishes of the Holy See, October 18th will be observed as Mission Sunday 
throughout the Catholic world. On that day the collections taken up 
in the churches of the United States will be used for the support of 
missions the world over, 51% being sent to foreign fields, 40% to needy 
districts in this country and 9% to foster the apostolate in the Near 
East. 

While the various communities with members in mission lands 
are responsible for their training and in great measure for their support, 
the Society for the Propagation of the Faith provides the general 
funds needed by the Holy See for its various mission endeavors. 
Needless to say, communities with motherhouses in Europe can give 
no aid to their workers, nor can the Catholic peoples of the countries 
there render their former generous dssistance. It remains then for 
our own Catholics in America to supply this help, without which it 
will be impossible to continue the mission apostolate of the Church. 

Among the some 250,000 mission workers the world over who 
will benefit by the distribution of the funds raised by the Society for 
the Propagation of the Faith, there are some 2,693 American mission- 
aries laboring in foreign mission fields. 

By contributing generously to this collection in your parish church, 
you will render a signal service not only to the Holy Father and the 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith, but also to the thousands of 
noble-hearted missionaries who generously give their ALL and cheer- 
fully bring heroic sacrifices for the extension of the Kingdom of 
Christ, and who depend almost entirely upon the spiritual and material 
assistance given them by Catholics on Mission Sunday. 


o__Coa.C an 


Contents — October, 1942 


The Peace of Christ in the Reign of Christ — The Greatest Thing 
in the World — Our “Chain of Defense’? — Favors from the Infant 
Jesus of Prague — Generosity — The Holy Father Blesses Father 
Mateo’s Work in America — Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith — 
A Bouquet of Roses for the Poor Souls — Confidence in the Rosary 
is Never Confounded — Little Lovers’ League — Mission Sunday — 
October 18. 











Selected Booklets 
for October 





OUR Guardian Angel is interested in your temporal and 
spiritual welfare, and you in turn ought to honor and invoke 
him. The feast of the Guardian Angels occurs on October 2. 
You will find OUR HEAVENLY COMPANIONS a helpful 
booklet in giving you motives of confidence and gratitude 
toward your holy angel, and supplying many prayers which 
include a litany, novena and proper of the Mass. Price 10¢. 











The mission of St. Therese of the Child Jesus (Feast, Oct. 3), is to 
show the modern world the way of simplicity and confidence. Her way 
of spiritual childhood is charmingly set forth in the sketch of her life 
given in our booklet ST. THERESE OF THE CHILD JESUS. This booklet 
likewise contains novena, litany and other prayers. Price 10¢. 





Our Lord revealed to St. Margaret Mary (Feast, Oct. 17), that His 
Heart is the source of all graces. TRUE VENERATION OF THE SACRED 
HEART points out the way and manner of venerating this Divine Heart, 
and gives examples of the exceeding fruitfulness of this devotion. Price 10¢. 


OO 

Make a novena in honor of St. Jude for his feast, Oct. 28. In addition 
to a sketch of his life and wonderful miracles, our booklet ST. JUDE, 
HELPER in DESPERATE CASES will supply you with the Mass of Saint 
Jude, novena, litany and other prayers. It also contains a sketch of the 
life of St. Rita and devotions in her honor. Price 10¢. 


OSS 

Devotion to the Rosary is a special sign of predestination. Our book- 
let THE ROSARY, MY TREASURE will inspire sentiments of confidence 
in this beautiful and efficacious prayer. You will also find an explanation 
of the method of reciting the Rosary, the manner of making the Rosary 
Novena and information about the Archconfraternity. Price 10¢. 





Jesus is rightfully the King of the home. The Enthronement of the 
Sacred Heart in the home is an acknowledgment of His sovereign rights. 
The Feast of the Kingship, Oct. 25, is a most fitting time to carry out this 
ceremony. Our booklet ENTHRONEMENT OF THE SACRED HEART IN 
THE HOME treats of the object and spirit of the Enthronement, the need 


for our times, and manner of performing the ceremony. Price 10¢. 
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Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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They’re So Beautiful! 


exclaim enthusiastic users of our Christmas Greeting 
Folders. But what words will describe them? Lovely? 
Handsome! Richly artistic! Yes, indeed, but mere words 
convey no real concept of individual cards. You must see 
them and convince yourself. 


BIKES KEIN 
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A box of 14 lithographed folders, liturgical in design 
and bearing a fitting greeting for the season, may be 


obtained for only 50¢. 
Quantity Prices 


Quantity prices for single subjects or for assorted 
folders are as follows: — 


100 Folders — $3.00 per hundred 
500 Folders — 2.50 per hundred 
1000 Folders — 2.00 per hundred 
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(These prices include envelopes. Postage is extra.) 
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A Gift That Will Be Appreciated 


at Christmas 
Sg 


Bs 
Os) 
x 
Bo 
B= 


UST imagine what your sentiments would be if you 
were to receive as a Christmas gift a lovely Spiritual 
Bouquet of Holy Masses, Holy Communions, Rosa- 
ries, Litanies, Visits to the Blessed Sacrament and 
Ejaculations! Why not delight your friends and 

dear ones by just such a gift? Above all it would be ap- 
preciated by those who are facing the dangers entailed in 
the defense of our country. We can supply you with beautiful 
Spiritual Bouquet Folders, with envelopes, at the very low 
price of 5¢ each or 14 for 50¢. (Quantity prices as given 
above. 


3£9, 
%& 


HEN ONONELELONOXOXOAEMDNON OXON 


a 
¥, 


aK 


eK 


29, 
% 


eyed 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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